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NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURT ACT, 2006
2006 ACT No. | |

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURT
AS A SUPERIOR COURT OF RECORD ; AND FOR RELATED MATIERS

[14¢h June, 2006]

-

ERAcTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria—
PART l--—THE CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURT

1.—{1) There is established a court to be known as the National Industrial
Court (in this Act referred to as “the Court”).

(2) The Court shall consist of—

(a) the President of the Court who shali have overal! control and s peﬁisiun of
.the administration of the Court ; and

(%) not less than twelve Judges.

Provided that in appointing Judges for the cnﬁrt, one-third of the Judges so
appointed shall satisfy the requirements of the provisions of subsection (4} (&) of
section 2 of this Act. -

(3) The Court shall—
(a) bea su._lperinr court of record ; and

(b) except as may be otherwise provided by any enactment or law, have all the
powers of a High Court,

| 2—(1)The Presidént of the Court shall be appointed by the President, on the
recommendation of the National Judicial Council, subject to confirmation by the
Senate. |

(2) The appointment of a person to the office of a Judge of the Court shall be
made by the President on the recommendation of the National ] udicial Council.

(3) A person shatl not be etigible to hold office of the President of the Court
unless the person is qualified to practice as a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has
been so qualified for a period of not less than ten years and has considerable knowledge
and experience in the law and practice of industriai relations and employment
conditions in Nigeria.

(4) A person shall not be eligible to hold the office of a Judge of the court
unless— . Co e o _ :

(d) the person is a legal practitioner in Nigeria and has been so qualified for
@ period of not less than ten years and has considerable knpowledge and
experience in the law and practice of industrial relations and employment
conditions in Nigeria ; or S

(&) the person is a. graduate of a recognized university of not less than ten
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(5) if the office of the President of the Court is vacant, or if the person holding the
office is for any reason inable to perform the functions of the office, then until a person

" has been appointed to and assumed the functions of that office or until the person

holding the office has resumed those functions, the President shall appoint the most
senior Judge of the Court having the gualification to be appointed as President of the

-+ . Court as.provided under subsection (3) of this section to perform those functions.

Tenure of
office of
the |
President

and Judges: -

of the
Cowurt.

Precedence.

(6) Excepton the recommendation of the National Judicial Council, an appointment
pursuant to the provisions of subscction (5} of this section shall cease to have effect
after the expiration of three months from the date of such appointment and the President

.. shall not re-appoint a person whose appointment has lapsed.

~ {7) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1); (2), (3) and (4) of this
section, any person holding the office of the President or ordinary member of the Court
immediately before the cnmmencement nf thts Act shall be deemecl to have been

" appointed under this Act.

3.—The provisions in the Cunsututlun uf ﬂ'I'E l" ederal Repubilc nf ngerla 1999
relating to the tenure, removal, gratuity and pension of any. person holding or appointed

‘to act in the office of the Chief Judge or Judge of the Federal High Court, shall

respectively apply to any perscn holding or appomted tr.t act m the uﬁ"cc of the.
President of the Court or as a Jucge of the Court. e

4.—(1) The President of the Court shall take precedence over the other Judges
of the Court, and the other Judges shail take preccdence aﬁer lhe Premdent of the

- - Courtin order of seniority. - | . T RS R

(2) The President of the Court shall rank equal wlt’.h the Chlef Judge of the

. Federal High Court or the Chief Judge of the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory,

o - Abuja in precedence and the Judges of the Court shall, in like manner, rank with the

'S":.ﬂhri:s and ...

allowanccs
of the

President .-

and the

Judge of lh'e. o

Cnurl

Seal of the

Court.

Judges of the Federal High Court or High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

-+ 5.—(1) There shall be paid to—

{a) the Premdent of the Court, such salaries, emnluments and alluwances as are
- payable to the Chief Judge of the Federal High Court or uf the l-llgh Cuurt of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja ; and - | .

« - (bya Judge of the Court, such salaries, cmoluments and allowances as are pnyablt.

- to a Judge of the Federal High Court or of the ngh Cnun: uf the Federal Capital

Territory, Abuja.

. (2) Any amounts payable under this section shall be charged and paid out of the
Cnnsuhdated Revenue Fund of theé Federation in accordance with section 8 i(3) of the

- Cnnsututmn uf‘ the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999

6 _._{ 1) The Court shal}: have and may use a saaI bearmg a devu:e or impression

_appmved by the President of the Cuurt wilh the mscrlptmn “The National Industrial

Court”. = S e
{2) The seal of the Court shalt be kept by the Prﬂmdent uf the Court and a

duphcate thercof shall be kept by each of the other Judges and the President ol the,

Court and other Judges may entrust the seal or the clupl icate to such officers of the

Court as they m'ty think fit.
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(3) The seal shall be a sea! of the Court for all purpdses for which it may be
~_required under the provisions of any enactment or Rule of Court. -
.- PART H—JURISDICTION AND LaAW |
7.—(1) The Court shail have and exercise exclusive jurisdiction in civil causes .Iurisdicl‘inn.
and matters— o R etc.

i

- ‘(a)relating to-— | .
o () labour, including trade unions and industrial relations : and

hoossens (i) environment and conditions of work, health, safety and we_lfare of labour,

**.» and matters incidental thercto ; and

- (b) relating to the grant of any order to restrain any person or body from taking
part in any strike, lock-out or any industrial action, or any conduct in contemplation

-+ .or in furtherance of a strike, lock-out or any industriai action ; .
=% () relating to the determination of any question as to the interpretation of—

(¢} any collective agréumcnt,_

(BT iy any award made by an 'a'r!iit_n';l tribunal in respect of a labour dispute or an

(Y SR
=

.
[EETIEN

" organmisational dispute;

(1) the terms of settlement of any labour dispute, ﬁi‘gan_isﬁtinna:f dispute as
may be recorded in any memorandum of settiement, - _
(#v) any trade union constitution, and
. ()anyaward or judgment of the Court.

1 J | (ﬁ) The National Assembly may by an Act confer such additiuﬁaljurisdictinn

. - on-the Court in respect of such other causes or matters incidental, supplementary or

related to those set out in subsection (1) of this section. Y

o v (3)Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Act or any other enactment
"or law, the National Assembly ‘may by an Act prescribe that any matter wnder

- .subsection (F) (a) of this section may go through the process of conciliation or

- arbitration before such matter is heard by the Court. et T

" (4) An appeal shall lie from 't'he'dé',c-isiun’é of an arbitral tribunai to the Court as

of right in matters of disputes specified in subsection (1) {a) of this section.

'.: o (3) Fnr the purposes of subsectlinn {4) of this #eclinh, a party to z;n arbitral

- -award shall be entitled to obtain'a copy of the records of the arbitral proceedings and
. +.. the award from the arbitral tribunal. '

‘" (6) The Court shall, in exercising its jurisdiction or any of the powers conferred

upon it by this'Act or any other enactment or law, have due regard to good or
international best practice in labour or industrial relations and what amounts to good

. or international best practice in labour or industrial relations shall be a question of

.. .. 8. The Court may, upen hearing an appeal wunder subsection (4) of s&_ctiun 7 of

" “this Act, draw any inference of fact and —

=706k body mentioned therei : or
BEIPIAR e e S

P
L
kg i-xl J

(a) confirm, vary or set asidc the jﬁdgment,:ﬁward or nfdef of the cnurt tribunal

P R R R
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(b} order a rehearing and determination on such terms as the Court may think
just ; or

(c) arder judgment to be cntered for aRry party ; or

(d) make a final or other order on such terms as the Court may think fit to cosure
the determination on the merits of (he matter in dispute between the parties,

9.—(1) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of

‘Nigeria 1999 and subsection {2) of this section, no appeal shalil lie from the decisions of

the Court to the Court of Appeal or any other court except as may be prescribed by this

~ Act or any other Act of the National Assembly.

(2) An appeal from the decision of'the Court shall lie only as of right to the Court
of Appeal only on questions of fundamental rights as contained in Chapter IV of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999,

10. The Court shall have the power to enforce its judgment and accordingly, may
cormmit for contempt any person or a representative of a trade union or employers’
organisation who commits any act or an omission which in the opinion of the Court
constitutes a contempt of the Court. |

11.—(1) In so far as jurisdiction is conferred upon the Court in respect of the
causes or matters mentioned in i:e foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act, the
Federal High Court, the High Court of a State, the High Court of the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja or any other court shall, to the extent that exclusive jurisdiction is so
conferred upon the Court, cease to have jurisdiction in relation to such causes and
matters. | .

(2) Nothing tn subsecction (1) of this section shall affect the jurisdiction and
powers of the Federal High Court, the High Court of a State or of the Federal Capita}
Territory, Abuja to continue to hear and determine causes and matters which are part-
heard before the commencement of this Act and any proceedings in any such causes or

 matters, not determined or concluded at the expiration of one year after the
« commencement of this Act, shall abate.

12.—{1) The jurisdiction vested in the Court shall, so far as practice and
procedure are concemned, be cxercised in the manner provided by this Act or any other
enactment or by such rules and orders of court as may be made pursuant to this Act or, -
in the absence of any such provisions, in substantial conformity with the practice and
procedure of the Court existing immediately befere the commencement of this Act.

(2) Subject to this Act and any rules made thereunder, the Court—

(@) may regulate its procedure ard proceedings as it thinks fit sand

(b} shali be bound by Lthe Evidence Act but may"dcpnrt from it in the interest of
justice,

E3. Subject to this Act, in cve-y civil cause or matter commenced in the Court,
law and equity shall be administered by the Court concurrently.

14. The Court shall, in the exercise of the jurisdiction vested-in it by or under this
Act in every cause or maltter, have power to grant, either absolutely or on such terms
and condttions as the Court thinks just, all such remedies whatsocver as any of the
parties thereto may appear 10 be entitled to in respect of any legal or eguitable claim
properiy braught forward by the Court so that, as {ar as possible, all matters in dispute
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‘between the parﬁcs may be completely and ﬁnaiiy determined and all multipijcily of
legal proceedings concerning any of those matters avoided.

15. Subjectto the ex press provisions ofany nther enactment, and in all matters .
not particularly mentioned in this Act in which there was formerly or there is.any

conflict or variance between the rules of equity and the rules of common law with
reference to the same matter, the rules of equity shalt prevail in the Court so far as the
matters to which those rules relate are coznisable by the Court. T

16.— (1) The Court may grant an injunction in all cases in which it appears to
the Court to be just or convenient so to do. | |

(2) Any such order may be made cither unconditionally or on such terms and

~conditions as the Court thinks just, '

l'?.—-{ 1) The Court s_haif ha ve the power to make an order of mandamus réqu ring. .

any act to be done or an order of prohibition prohiibiting any proceedings, cause or

matter, or an order of certiorari removing any proceedings, cause or matter into the

Court for any purpose.

(2) The power conferred on the Court by this section to make an order of

mandamus, prohibition or certiorati may be exercised notwithstanding that the order”

is made against an officer or authority of the Federal, State or loca government as
such, X -

18. In any case where any person acts in an office in which he is not entitled

to act, the Court may grant an injunction restraining him from so acting and may (if

the case so requires) declare the office to he vacant,

19. The Court may in all other cases and where necessary make any appropriate
order, including— - | | -

(@) the grant of urgent interim reliefs ;
(6} a declaratory DI'dE‘_.r :

{¢) the appointment of a public trustee for the management of the affairs and
finances ofa trade union or empioyers' organisation involved in any organisational
dispute - : |

(d) an award of compensation or damages in anjcircum’stance c{}nt_empilﬁt'edl
by this Act or any Act of the National Assembly dealing with any matter that the

Court has jurisdiction to heay 5 and

(¢) an order of compliance with any provision ofany Act of the Nationai Assembly

dealing with any matter that the Court has jurisdiction to hear,

20. In any proceedings in the Court, the Court may pPromote reconciliation
among the parties thereto and €ncourage and lacilitale the amicable settlement thereof,

Paxt H—Strming anp Distriounon OF Business K

21—} The Court shall have and exercise jurisdiction throughout the"

Federation, and for that purpose the whole arca of the Federation shall be divided by
the President of the Court into such number of Judicjal Divisions, as the President
may, from time 1o time, by Instrument published in the Federal Gazerte decide, and

may, designate any such Judicial Division or part thereof by such name as he thinks -

fit.
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(2) The Court mﬁy sil in any .I.udicial Division as the President of {le Court may
direct, and he may also direct a number of Judges to sit in any Judicial Division.

-(3) The President of the Court shall determine the distribution of the business
before the Court amongst ihe Judges thereof and may assign any judicial function to
any Judge or Judges or in respect of a particular cause or matter in a Judicial Division.

(4) ) Subject to this Act, the Rules of Court made pursuant to Section 36 of this

Act and the directions of the President of the Court, the Court shall be constituted of
not less than three Judges. '

Provided that (he Presiding Judge shall be a Judge appointed under Subscction
(3) or (4) {a) of Scction 2 of this Act.

{5) Notwilhstanding subscction (4) of this section, the President of the Court
may assizn a single Judge of Lthe Court to sit and hear interlocutory applications or a
preliminary matter in any proceedings brought before or pending in the Court :

Provided that such Judge shall be a Judge appointed under Subsection (3) or (4)
{a) of Section 2 of this Act.

22.— (1) Subject to the Rules of Court and to any provisions periaining to
vacations as may be prescribed by the President of the Court, the Court shall open
throughout the ycar for the transaction of any pending general legal business.

(2) Provisions shall be made in the Rules of Court for the liearing of all such
applicalions as may be required Lo be expeditiously or urgently heard.

23. Where the Court is unable to form a quorum and no arrangement can be made
to ensure that a quorum is formed, the Court shall stand adjourned from day-tu;day
until a quorum is formed for the purpose of hearing the case, or until the Court shall be

- adjourned or closed by order under the hand of the Presiding Judge.

24.—(1) A pane! of Judges constituted to hear a case may, at any time or at any
stage of the proceedings in any cause or matter before final judgment, either with or
without application from any of the parties thereto, transfer such cause or matter
before the court to any other panel of Judges.

(2) No cause or matter shall be struck out by the Court merely on the ground that
such cause or matter was taken in the Court instead of the Federal High Court or the
High Court of a State or of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja in which it ought to have -
been brought, and the Court before whom such cause or matter is brought may cause
such cause or matter to be transferred to the appropriate Federal High Court or the
High Count of a State or of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja in accordance with Rules

of Court to be made under Section 36 of this Act.

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any enactment or law, no cause
or matter shall be struck ou by the Federal High Court or the High Court of a State or
of the Federa! Capital Territory, Abuja on the ground that such cause or matter was not
brought in the appropriate Court in which it ought to have becn brought, and the Court
before whom such cause or matter is brought may cause such cause or matter to be
transferred to. the appropriate Judicial Division of the Court in accordance with such
rules of court as may be in force in that High Court or made under any enactment or law
empowering the making of rules of court generally which enactment or law shall by
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virtue of this subscction be deemed also to include the power to make rules of court
" for the purposes of this subscction.

(4) Every order of transier made pursuaat to subsections (2) and (3) of this

section shall operate as a stay of proceedings before the court before which such
proceedings are brought or instituted and shall not be subject to appeal.

(5) Where the court to which any cause or matier has been transferred, pursuant
to subsection (2) or (3) of this section, 15 of the opinion that the cause or matter ousht
in law to be dealt with by the court which transferred the cause or matter, the first
mentioned court shall, after hearing counsel on behalf of the parties, state a case on
a point of law for the upiniun of the Court of Appeal.

(6) Where any case on a poiit of law is stated for the opinion of the Court of
Appeal, the Court of Appeal shall, in accordance with rules applicable in that court,
give its decision upon the case and the court which stated the case shall dispose of
the cause or matter accordingly.

25. Every.procecding in the Court and all business arising there (rom shall, so
far as practicable and convenient and subject to the provisions of any enaciment or
- law and the Rules of Court made pursuant to section 36 of this Act, be heard and
disposed of by a panel consisting of not less than three Judees as the President of
the Court may direct, all proceedings in an action subsequent to the hearing or trial,
down to and including the final judgment or order, shall, so far as is practicable and
convenient, be taken before the panel of Judees before whom the trial or hearing took
place.

26. A pancl of Judges to whom a case is assigned may, subject to Rules of
Court, exercise i court or in chambers all or any. part of the jurisdiction vested in the
Court in ati such causes and matiers and in all such proceedings in any cause or
matter as may be heard conveniently in court or in chambers respectively.

~'27. Subject to the provisions af this Act and the Rules of Coutt made pursuans
thereto, every order inade by o panel ol Judses in chambers, except orders as (o costs
only, may upen notice be st aside or discharged by the panel of Judges sitting in
Court.

PART IV—COENERAL PROVISIONS AS TG TRIAL AND PROCEDURE
28.—(1} Every dcecision of the Court shall be in writing.

: (2) Every decision of the Court shall be taken, in the event of a difference
between the Judges dealing with the case, by the votes of a majority of the Judges.

(3) For the purpose of delivering its decision, judgment or ruling, the Court shall
be deemed to have been duly constituted if at least one Judge of the panel sits for that
puspose,

29.—(1) Inany civil cause or matler, the Court may, if it thinks it expedient so to
do or in a manner prescribed under-any enactment, law, or Rules of Court, ¢all in the
aid of one or more assessors speciatly qualitied and try and hear the cause or matter
wholly or partially with the assistance of such assessors.

Procecdings
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(2) The remuneration, if any, to be paid to an assessor shail be determined by the
Court on the direction of the President of the Court or as may be otherwise prescribed

pursuant to this Act or any other enactiment or law or any Regulations made pursuant
thereto. | '

30.—(1) Subjcct to the Rules of Court, the Court may refer to an ofTicial or special
referce for inquiry or report any question arising in any cause or matter.

" (2) The Report of an official or special referce may be adopted wholly or partially
by the Courl and if so adopted, may be endorsed as a judgment or order to thc CHTNT
effect.

31. In any causec or matter—

{a)if all the pﬂﬂif.‘.f- interested, who are not under disabiiity, consent ; or

{b) if the cause or malter requires any prolonged examination of documents oriny
scienatific or local investigation which cannot, in the opinion ofthe Court, conveniently
be conducted by the Court through its ordinary officers ; or

(¢} if the matter in dispute consists wholly or in part of accounts,

the Court may at any time order the whole cause or matter, or any question or issue of
fact arising therein, to be tricd bef~re a special referee, an official referee, officer of the
Court or Arbitrator respectively : areed on by the parties.

32.—(1} In all cases of frefcrence to an official or special referce or arbitrator, the
offictal or special referce or atbitrator shall be deemed to be an officer of the Court and,
supject 10 Rules of Court, shall have such authority, and conduct the reference in such

ner, as the Court may dirédt,

(2) The report of an officit or special referee on any reference shall, if adopted and
not set aside by the Court, be @qQuivalent 10 a finding of the Court.

(3) An award of an arbitrator on any reference, shail unless set amde be binding
on the Court and cquivalent toit& finding,

(4) The remuncration to be paid to a special referee or arbitrator to whom any
matter is referred under an order of the Court shall be determinetd by the Court on the
direction of the President of the Court.

33. A rcferee or arbitrator may at any stage of the proceedings under a reference,
and shall, if so directed by the Court, state in the form of a special case for _lha opinion
of the Court any question of law arising in the course of the reference.

34, An order made under the provisions of this Act relating to inquiries and trials
by referecs may be made on such terms as to costs or otherwise as the Court thinks fit.

5. In the provisions of this Act relating to inquiries and trials by referees, unless -
the context otherwise fequires, the expression “reference” relates tn a reference under
an order made by the Court under the said provisions.

PaRT V—RuLes oF Counrr

36.—{(1) The President of the Court may make Rules of Court for carrying into
effect the provisions of this Act, and in particular—
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(a) regulating the practice and procedure of the Court, including all matters
connected with the forms to be used and the fees to be paid ;

(b) prescribing the practice and procedure upon an appeal or an application to
the Court where provision is made in any enactment or law for such an appeal or
" such an application ; ' o |

(c) regulating the practice and procedure in cases where an order of mandamus,

* - prohibition or certiorari is sought or proceedings are taken for an injunction or

. declaratory order :

. {d) regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, trials by the Court with
" assessors : - ' |

{e) regulating— |
() the fees to be paid ; and |
(:‘:‘_} th:_a taxation and recovery of fees and disbursements :

" () defining, so far as may be conveniently defined by genera! rules, the duties of
the several officers of Court 3 '

{g) regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, the sittings of the Court and
of the Judges thereof whether sitting in Court or chamberz, the business and hours
of the Court and of the offices connected therewith, and the conduct of the business
of the Court during vacation :

(h) prescribing what part of the business which may be transacted and of the
jurisdiction which may be exercised by Judges of the Court in chambers or may be
. transacted or exercised by registrars or other officers of the Court :

- () regulating any matters relating to the costs of proceedings in the Court :

.- (/) regulating the means by which any judgment or decree of any court outside
Nigeria or of the Supreme Court of Nigeria (or the former Federal Supreme Court),
Court-of Appeal, High Court or other su perior court established or to be established
elscwhere in Nigeria which it is necessary to prove or lawful to enforce shall be
proved or enforced o _

(%) regulating the procedure for the detention and trial of any person charged for
contempt before the Court ; '

(7} regulating the payment of allowances and travelling expenses of witnesses :

(m) imposing penaltics on any person who fails to take any action required by a
Rule of Court or who disobeys any Rule of Court ;

- (1) for requiring and regulating the filing of accounts :

(o) for regulating the procedure in respect of any matter in which the Court
has and may exercise original or appellate jurisdiction under this Act and for

. fixing the fees payable or providing that no fees be paid or that certain fees
need not be paid ; -

(p) for ascertaining the value of anything that requires to be ascertained :

(q) for regulating and prescribing the dutiés and procedure for assessors, referees
and arbitrators ; ' ‘ | '

All
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{r) Tor regulating the means by which particular facts may be proved, and the
mode in which cvidence thercot may be given in any proceedings or on any application
in connection with or at any slage of any proceedings ;

(s) for providing for the service or execution of any writ, warrant, order or other
process issuing out of the Court. the payment of mileage allowance before or after
service or execulion, the conditions precedent before any such process or process of
certain classes will be served or exccuted and the procedure 1o be followed afier the
service or exceution of suych process

(1) for providing for the taking of notes whether manuaily or by electronic device
of evidence and proceedings in the Court and for the payment of fees for the taking
of notes out of public funds, and for fixing the charges for the maicing and supply of
transcripts of the notes, and for the payment of such charges either by the parties to
the proccedings or out of public funds -

(#) prescribing the procedure for (he transfer of proceedings from the Court to the
Federal High Court, the High Court of a State or of the Federal Capilal Territory ; and

(v) lor prescribing vacations,

(2) Rules of Court made under this section shall apply to all proceedings by or
against the Government of the Federation or of a State or a loca| government,

PART VI—M [SCELLANEQUS

37.—(1) The Federal Judiciai Service Commission may, from time to time, appoint
a [it and proper person to be the Chief Registrar of the Court who shall perform such
duties in exccution of the powers and authorities of the Court as may, from time to time,
be assigned to him by Rules of Court and, subject thereto, by any special order of the
President of the Couyrt. :

(2) The Federal Judicial Service Commission may, from time to lime, appoint
registrars, deputy registrars and such other officers a8 may be deemed necessary who
shall perform such duties with respect to business before the Court as may be directed
by Rules of Court and any order of the President of Court.

" (3) The Chief Registrar, cegistrars and deputy registrars shall have power to
administer oaths and perform such other duties with respect (o any proceedings in the
Court as may be prescribed by the Rules of Courtor b Y any special order of'the President
of the Court. ' | :

(4} Any person holding the office of Chief Registrar, registrar, deputy registrar or |
any other otfice in the Court immed lately before the commencement of this Act shall be
deemed to have been appointed under this Act and shall continue to hold such ofiice
under such terms and conditions not less favourabie than those obtaining immed lately
before the commencement of this Act.

38. Ifan oflicer of the Court, employcd to execute an order, wilfully or by neglect
loses the Oppartumity of exccuting it, then on complaint of the person aggricved, and
proof ofthe act alleacd, the Court may, ifit thinks fit, order the officer to pay the damages
sustained by the person complaining, or part thereof. and the order shall be enforced as
an order directing payinent of money, | o
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39, No person in permanent employment as an officer of the Court shal| or inay
directly or indirectly or by the intervention of a trustee or otherwise purchase any
property sold at execution, and in the event of any such person purchasing or being
interested in the purchase of any property at an exccution sale, such purchase shall be
entirely void ;. |

Provided that .nothing-in this section shall prevent any such person from
purchasing by leave of the. Court at an exccution sale any property which jt may be

necessary for him to purchase in order to protect the jnterest of himself, his wife or
child. '

40. Subject to the provisions of this Act or any other enactment, Rules of Court
or law, the costs of and incidental to all proceedings in the Court shall be in the
discretion of the Court and the Court shall have fult power to determine by whom and
'to what extent the costs are to be paid.

41.-—(1) The Court may, in dny matter, order and allow to all persons required to
attend, or to be examined as wilnesses, such sum or sums of money as may be specificd
by Rules of Court for defraying the reasonable expenses of such witnesses and for
allowing them d reasonable compensation for their trouble and loss of time.

(2} No person may refuse to attend as a witness, or to give evidence when S0
required by process of the Court, on the ground that his expenses have not been first
paid or provided for. ‘ .

42, All sums ofmoney so allowed shall be paid in civil proceedings by the party

on whose behalfthe witness is called and shall be recoverabie as ordinary costs of suit
if the Court shall so order.

43. Any person present in Count, whether a party or not in a cayse or matter, may
be compelled by the Court to give evidence or produce any document in his possession
or in his power in the same manner and subject to the same rules as if he had been
summoned to atiend and give evidence or produce such docement and may be
punished for any refusal 1o obey the order of the Court.

44. The Court may issuc a summons for bringing up any person under civil

process to be examined as a witness in dny cause or matter pending or to be inquired
into in the Count.

45. In any civil cause or matter in which the Govemment of the Federation or any
public officer in his official capacity is a party or in any civil cause or matter affecting
the activities ofthe Government of the Federation, that Government or that officer may
be represented by a law officer, State Counsel, or any legal practitioner or other person
duly authorised in that behal Fby oron behulfofthe A torney-General of the Federation,

46, All persans admitted as legal practitioners to practise in Nigeria shall, subject
to the provisions of the Constitution of the I‘ederal Republic of Nigeria 1999 and the
Legal Practitioners Act, have the right to practise in the Court -

Provided that n party to a dispute before the Court may represent himself or
herself or be represented by the organisation to which he or she belongs.
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47. Where permitted by this Act or any other Act of the National Assembly, an
appcal to the Court of Appeal from the decision of the Court shall not Operate as a stay
of execution but the Court may order a stay of execution either unconditional ly or upon
:I;e performance of such conditions as may be imposed in accordance with Rules of

ourt.

48.—{ I-) In every cause or matter the Court shall take down in writing the substance |
u'f all oral evidence given before the Court and minutes of the proceedings, and shall
sign the same at any adjournment of the case and at the conclusion thercof -

Provided that the Court may cause the whole or any part of the proceedings to be
recorded either manuatly or by ¢lectronic devices by an oflicial employed for that purpose
except that the transcript of such recording shall be transcribed and duly authenticated
by the signature of the presiding Judae in a manner prescribed by Rules of Court.

(2} No person shall be entitled, as of right, to the inspection of or to a copy of the
records so kept pursuant to subsection (1} of (his section, except as may be imposed by
Rules of Count.

_ (3) The r@urd 50 kepi pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, ora copy thereof
signed and certificd by the registrar as a true copy shall at all times without further proof,
be admitted as evidence of such proceedings and of statemens made oy the witnesses.

_ 49. In any case the Court may on the application of either party, or of its own
motion, make such order for the inspection by the Court, the parties or witnesses of any

-movable or immovabie property, the inspection of which may be material to the proper

fjetcrmlinatinn of the question in dispute, and give such direction respecting such
Inspection as to the Court may seem fit.

_5“- The President of the Court may appoint under his hand and seal of the Court,
from time to time, such and so many persons as may be requisite to be commissioners for
taking affidavits and declarations and receiving production of documents, or for takine
the examination of witnesses on interrogataries or otherwise which may be necessary t:
be taken in respect of uny proceedings in the Court, and any order of the Court for the
attendance and examination of witnesses or production of documents before any such
commissiener shail be enforced in the same manner as an order to attend and be examined
or produce documcnts before the Court.

~31. No action shall be brouglit against any commissioner in respect of any act or
order performed or made bona fide by him in the execution, or supposcd execution of the
powers or jurisdiction vested in him, but every such act or order if in excess of such
powers and jurisdiction shall be tiable to be revised, altered, amended or set aside upon
summary application.to the Court,

52.—( 1) No Judge or olher person acting judicially shall be liable to be sued in
any court for any act done or ordered to be done by him in the discharge of his judicia)
duty, whether or not within the limits of his jurisdiction. :

(2) No officer of the Court or other person bound 1o execute the lawful orders of
any such Judge or olher person acting judicially shalf be liable to be sued in any court,
for.the execution of any warrant or order which he would be bound to execute.
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" §3—(1) Partliof the Trade Disputes Act is hereby repealed. _E;ic;::: 6tt:
" ' ' ' ) 0

(E)IWithnut prejudice to the pmvisiuns of subsectinﬁ (1) of this section, the Cap. ‘432
.other provisions of the Trade Disputes Act shali be construed with such modifications LEN, elc.
as may be necessary to bring it into conformity with the provisions of this Act.

. (3) If any provision of the Trade Disputes Act is inconsistent with the provision ‘<
of this Act the provisions of this Act shall prevail. *

- 54.—1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— ' III_I;EFPTEH-
109I.

«getion”™ means a civil proceeding cammenced. by writ or in such other
manner as may be prescribed by Rules of Court but does not include a criminal
proceeding ;

naause” includes any action, suit or other original proceeding betweena claimant
and a defendant and any contempt procceding ;

o claimant” includes every person asking any relief (otherwise than by way
of counter-claim as a defendant) against any other person by any form of
proceeding, whether the proceeding is by action, suit, petition, motion,
summons or otherwise ;

“collective agreement™ means any agrecment in writing regarding working
conditions and tcrms of empioyment concluded between— -

(a) an organisation of employers or an ofganisation representing employers
(or an association of such organisations), of the one part, and

(b) an organisation of employees or an organisation representing employces
(or an association of such organisations) of the other pavt ;

nConstitution” means the Constitution of the Federal Republic nf Nigerta, 1999

wCourt” means the National Industrial Court and includes the Judges of the
National Industriat Court sitting together or separately

“Court of Appeal” means the Court of Appcal as established by the Constilution
of the Federal Republic ol Nigeria 1999 ;

“employee” means & person employed by another under oral or written contract
of employment whether on a continuous, part-time, temporary or casual basis and
includes a domestic servant whao is not a member of the family of the employer ;

“employer” means any individual or body corporatc or unincorporate who has
entered into a contract of employment to employ any other person as an em ployee
or apprentice ;

“enactment” means any Act of the National Assembly (including, this Act) or
law having effcet with respect to the Federation or applicable or having cflect as
Federul law; -

“Inter-union dispute” means dispule between trade unions-or employers’
associations : | ' |

“intra-union dispute” means dispute within a trade union or an employers’
associalion ;
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“Judge” except where the reference is to the Judge ofthe Federal High Court or of
a High Court of g Slate or the Capital Tervitary, Abuja, means the President or other
Judge of the National Industrial Court :

“fudgment” includes a decision, decree or order of a court of record ;
“maiter” includes every proceeding in couit or order in a cause ;

“Nationul Indusirial Coure” means the National industrial Court reconstituted
under section 1 of this Act :

-“mgunﬁmrmgz“ mcludes a trade union or an employers” association ;

“party” includes cvery person served with hotice of, or attending, any proceeding,
who, although not named on the record of (e proceeding, has the like interest in the
subject matter of the proceed ing as a person named on the record of the proceedings ;

“President” means the President ofihe Federal Republic of Nigeria :

“President of the Court’ means the President of the National Industrial Court
appointed under section 2 of this Act ;

“registrar” includes the Chief Registrar and all other registrars of the Court ;
“suir” includes action :

“trade dispute” means any dispute between criployers and em ployees, including
disputes betwecen their respective organisations and federations witich is connecied
with— |
{&) the employment or noh-employment of any person, |
{0) terms of employment and physical conditions of work of any person,

(c) the conclusion or variation of 2 collective agreement, and
(4} an alleged dispute ;

(2) For enabling ful) effect to be given to the provisions of this Act—

(@) any reference (whether express or by nccessary implication) in any enactment
(other than the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999) to “the Federa

' High Court” “High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja™ “*High Court”,

“court of law" or a “court of record”—
(1) in so far as the reference relates to or is connected with the jurisdiction,
powers, practice and procedure of a High Court, and
(i1} eﬁ:cepl In 5o far as it is inconsistent with the provisions of this Act,
shall include a reference to the Court cstablished by this Act - and

(6) all references (whether express or by necessary implication) in any enactment
{other than the Constitution of the Federal Repubiic of Nigeria) to the High Court of
a State in so far as the enactment—

(4) is of general application throughout the Federation, and

(/7)) relates to a matter as respects whicls Jurisdiction is conferred upon the Court
by or under this Act, shall be construed as references to the Court, notwithstanding
that in an appropriate case, the enactment is, or has become, by operation of law, a
law of a State.
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(3) The powers conferred upon the Attorney-General of the Federation and
exercisable by him or the Attorney-General of a State under the Constitution or anything
made thereunder shali, to the éxtent that jurisdiction is conferred upon the Court, the
Federal High Court, or the High Court of a State, or of the Federal Capital Territu]'y,
Abuja by or pursuant to this Act, be exercisable subject as in this Act othurwise
provided, and that section and any other enactment in law pertaining thereto shall be
' so construed.

(4) For the avoidance of Einubt, the following enactments—
(a) the Regional Courts (_'I_!ederat Jurisdiction) Act ;

(b) section 3 1 of the interpretation Act; : Cap 192

. -  LFN.
(c) Trade Disputes Act ; and | Cap 432
() such other Federal enactment as the President may by order specify, LFN.
shall be cunstrﬁed with such modifications as may be nécessar}r to bring them into
conformity with the provisions of this Act.

55. This Act may be cited as the National Industrial Court Act 2006. | Ci_latiﬂm

1 certify, in accordance ﬁrith Section 2 (1) of the Acts Authentication Act, Cap. 4,
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990, that this is a true copy of the Bill passed by
both Houses of the National Assembly. - .

' NASIRU {BRAHIM ARAB,
Clerk to the National Assembly
14th June, 2006

ExrLANATORY NOTES

This Act establishes the National Industrial Courtasa supériu_r court of record
and confers jurisdiction on the court with respect to labour and industrial relations
rnatters.



SCHEDULE TO THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURT BILL, 2006

{n . @ (3 4) S &}
Short title of Long title of the SJitmmary of the Daie passed by Date passed by
the Bill . Bill contents of the Bili the Senae the House of
. . . Representatives
National Industrial Count Bill, |  An Act to provide for the This Bill seeks to establish the Natibnal 31st May, 2006. 30th May, 2006.
2006. establishment of the National | Industrial Court as 2 superior court of .

Industrial Court as a superior | record and to confer Jurisdiction on the
court of record ; and for related | Court with respect to labour and industrial
matters, rclations matters.

I certify that this BHI has been carefully compared by mie with the decision reached by the National Assembly and found by me to be true and correct decision
of Lthe Houscs and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Auuigitication Act Cap, 4, Laws of the Federatian of Nigeria, 1990,

Nasiu [SRAHIM ARAp,
: Clerk to the National Assembly
) Asseny, . " V4th Day of Sume, 2006.

Crier QLusecuny Onasanic, Gor
FPresident of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
V4th Day of June, 2006.

Alé



	NIC Court Act 2006.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_1.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_2.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_3.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_4.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_5.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_6.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_7.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_8.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_9.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_10.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_11.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_12.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_13.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_14.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_15.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_16.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_17.gif
	NIC Court Act 2006_18.gif

